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I.—Fore1en Potttics. linia 


: Ont Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 
= ee 13th August says that the sudden change in the 
The new Amir. attitude of Amir soe ss pe has og the so 
nt somewhat anxious. Government had expected that under the 
pet ‘Aude the relations between India and Afghanistan would be even more 
friendly than they were under his father, and that intercourse between the 
two countries would be even freer. But this expectation has not been 
fulfilled. The Amir has placed a check upon free intercourse between the two 
countries. Any one going to Cabul from India is being imprisoned on 
suspicion of being 4 secret spy. The Amir is also reported to be seeking to 
establish friendly relations with Russia. 
Some say that the Amir cannot seriously mean to break with the English 
Government and thereby deprive himself of the large annual subsidy he 
receives from it, They say that the change in the Amir’s policy is due to 
nothing worse than a doce’ to keep the present state of affairs in his country 
a secret from foreigners. ; . ai 
Others attribute the present cautious policy of the Amir to motives of 
prudence. His step-mother, Bibi Halima, sought the aid of the English 
Government to make her own son the ruler of Afghanistan. But though the 
Amir is confident that the English Government will never aid her against him, 
still his knowledge of his. countrymen makes him fear that any disturbance 
in the country will be very troublesome to him. 
Be that as it may, Government is watching the proceedings of the Amir 
with a troubled heart. It fears lest, with a view to strengthen his position, he 
should fly into the arms of Russia. That would be very dangerous to 
Government. 3 
But then the British Government has Sardar Ayub Khan in its power, 
and if Amir Habibulla discards the friendship of the English Government and 
seeks an alliance with Russia, much may be expected by setting up Ayub Khan 
as a rival candidate for the throne. Lord Curzon, we are informed, had Ayub 
Khan taken to Simla to see him with his own eyes. 
2. The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Roan 8 a Sager of the 18th August 
: ce says that the unfriendly feeling between England 
ee and Turkey about eo“ Koweit ta still 
exists. Lately the Turkish Government ordered the English Consul at Bosara 
to leave that place at once. The English press has gone the length of saylng 
that Turkey has no right over Koweit. We see that justice is on the side of 
Turkey, and most probably she will not give up her claim upon the place. 


II.—-H ome ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 
8. <A correspondent e the — Hitaishi [Comilla] of the 12th 
7 | ugust complains that a few days ago several 
BBB a Rscsorgs near Manik- wicked people cut, at midnight, the ll of a 


_ boat lying at anchor not far from the Manikna 
station on the Cachar line, when the passengers were all asleep, aa en 
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_ pulled the boat to a solitary spot at some distance, attempted to despoil the 


sleeping passengers of everything they had. Th 
awoke and offered opposition, the sobheds killed pv passengers hav 


other persons in the boat could save their lives only with great difficulty b 

swimming across the stream. The posting of a special salle force som 3 tine 

ago produced a salutary check on such river robberies at and near Maniknagar. 

The attention of the District Magistrate is invited to the matter. 

— 4 The Charu Mihir Laeremg 7 of the 12th August says that on 
y 


ss the 30th J t a number of bud , 
A head-constable investigating village Kh arkharia Ret : ro 5 dear ore 


a case of attempt at rape. | ° 
_the Mymensingh district forcibly carried away a 
young widow named Sutarini and attempted to commit outrage on her, but she 


was saved by some neighbours who were called to the place by h 
the next day the widow lodged a complaint in the pe Ceiedaal Court 


now 
of them, and the three 
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A police enquiry was ordered. But it was a head-constable who came to make 
enquiry. The propriety of deputing a head-constable to investigate such 
acase may el be questioned, The case is a patent one, and cannot be. 
hushed up. However that may be, a proper enquiry should be instituted 
into it. 

5. The Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 13th August says that the police should be 
relieved of the investigation of petty and unimportant 
charges, so that it may have sufficient time for the 
investigation of important cases in which investigation is indispensable. But 
the penalties laid down in the Indian Penal Code should not be made the sole 
criterion of the importance or unimportance of offences, for that Code prescribes 
unduly hea nalties for crimes that are not serious. 

he police should have no power of taking depositions. It is the 
Court who should take depositions, the function of the police being 
confined to supplying him with information as to the persons from whom 
evidence is to be had. There will be no need of a separate criminal 
investigation department if the work of investigation is thas conducted by the 
police in subjection to the Court. 

The police should never bethe prosecutor. The prosecutor should always be 
a pleader or'mukhtar. This will entail no additional expense, for there is now 
a paid public’ prosecutor in all criminal courts. 

To induce educated men to enter the police service, it would be necessary 
to increase the salaries of posts in that service. There is no need of 
maintaining Inspectors on the present high pay. It would be enough to fix the 
salaries of Inspectors at Rs. 100 to Rs. 150, and those of Sub-Inspectors 
at Rs. 50 to Rs. 75. | 

When the Magistrate is the head of the police, there is no need of 
maintaining a District Superintendent on high pay. The savings which will 
be effected by the abolition of that post may very profitably be utilised in 
increasing the number of lower police officers who really do all work. 

6. The Jyoti (Chittagong) of the 14th August says that recently there 

ae ‘ was — wor . ny menor in ry house of Babu 

— ome” given by an Pvarilal Niyogi, the Inspector of the Chittagon 

ae Police , in Kodarkilla. atema Bibi and some ther 
local prostitutes entertained the assembly with dances, Some of the local 
hakims and foppish Babus were present. The gundas also assembled at the 
place, and thus by a strange irony of fate the town was freed from the gunda 

est for some hours. Ardent spirits were indulged in in large quantities. 

he cost of this grand féte was raised by subscription among the subordinates 
of the Inspector. : 

7. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta] of the 16th August says that rain- 
gambling is going on in Bara Bazar under the 
nose of the police. It is hoped that the higher 
authorities will try to put a stop to this gambling and many other objectionable 
things which frequently occur in Bara Bazar. 


(6‘— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Charu Mihir (Mymensingh] of the 12th August complains of the 

high-handed and arbitrary conduct of Babu Purna 

jake second Munsif of Mymen- Chandra Chaudhuri, the second Munsif of Mymen- 

oe singh, towards pleaders and parties. He has a 

craze for disposing of large numbers: of cases within short spaces of time. 

For this purpose he decides cases in the absence of parties and witnesses, and 

often postpones those in which they are present, While officiating as an 

Additional Sub-Judge some time ago, he took up such a large number of cases 

that he failed to dispose of them within his officiating term. Now he kas 

returned to his Munsifi ; but he is busily engaged in writing these judgments, 

the ae | of which, coming as they now do from a Munsif, may well be 

questioned. The attention of the High Court is drawn to the matter, 

9. The Bangavasi LOslonite | of the 16th August has the following :— 

| rumour was heard during the Lieutenant- 

Fr vor cf two Dacca Deputy Governor’s visit to Dacca that his keen-witted and 

20, spirited Chief Secretary, the Hon’ble Mr. Buckland, 


Suggested police reforms. 


Rain-gambling in Bara Bazar. 


* 
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extremely annoyed at finding many people of Dacca and 

the a cae in the Deco executive administration. Some have 
believed the rumour ; some have refused to believe it. Be the rumour true or 
false. what we are now hearing lends some colour to it. Of those who are in 
Dacca as Deputy Magistrates, only two are Dacca men—Babu Kali Sankar 
Sen and Babu 5 flew Kumar Ghosh. All the others are natives of other 
districts. Arrangements have recently been made for the transfer of Mr. Sen 
and Mr. Ghosh. Harendra Babu being a healthy and able-bodied young man, 
will be able to work with credit and distinction whatever and how far soever 
the place to which he may be sent. But Kali Sankar Babu is an old man. 
His name is now on the pension list, and he will probably have to take pension 
and retire from the public service six or seven months after. There can be 
no doubt that, in this state of things, his transfer to a distant place will’ be 
ainful and inconvenient to him. It would have been well if Kali Sankar 
Babu had not been brought to Dacca. The authorities do not consider it 
right to appoint public officers to work, in their own district. But even those 
who are natives of distant places, men of other districts or divisions, become 
mixed up, after a short residence, with the local peor through the influence, 
variously arising, of frieadship, good-feeling an social intercourse. This is 
human nature, and who shall undo it ? There is, indeed, not much reason to 
think that the friendship or social intercourse of local judicial officers with 
local people is prejudicial to the executive administration or is a very serious 
obstacle to it. Those who are real judges, those whose minds are adorned 
with the three rare virtues of humanity—justice, dharma and kindness— 
whether they remain in their own districts or are exiled to far distant places— 
are the glory of the judgment-seat everywhere, are objects of worship 
everywhere. Not to speak of their own kith and kin, not even their own 
heavily-weighing personal interest can make the needle in their balance deflect. 


(d)— Education. 


10. The Anusandhan [Calcutta] of the 10th August has the following :— 
There are many points in the report of the 


The Universities Commission. = ‘{Jniversities Commission which are open to objec- 


tion. In the first place, the report is based on an erroneous principle. ‘The 


Commission are of opinion that it is better to arrange for the high education 
of a few brilliant boys than to provide the whole population of the country 
with a superficial education. That is why the Commission have proposed to 
make the system of education increasingly stringent. Now, it is this 
principal object aimed at by the Commission to which the people of this 
country are extremely opposed. Who shall say that, even under the existing 
system, brilliant boys find it impossible to acquire a profound scholarship ? 
Do the Commission mean to say that brilliant Ray Chand Prem Chand 
students are no good scholars? Again, are not those natives of India who 
have succeeded in beating hollow even Englishmen at competitive examina- 
tions in England, profound scholars? There are hundreds, nay thousands, in 
this country who are in no way inferior in learning even to the erudite 
members of the Commission itself. Why, then, this blow at the root of high 
education? We do not know if the Commission have any other object in 
view, and if our words will ever reach the authorities, We are of Opinion that 
existing educational arrangements should be so modified that the may 
enable the average boy to acquire some amount of learning and the brilliant 
student to obtain profound scholarship. What if a course and an honour 
course were prescribed for every examination? Instead of increasing the 
stiffness of the University tests, we would make them easier, Why not grant 
a candidate who has passed in two or three out of four subjects prescribed for 
a particular examination a certificate showing that he hag passed in those 
subjeets? It would be well to provide for the grant of two classes: of certi- 
ficates, one for passing stiff and the other for passing easy examinations. 
Instead of abolishing education, the authorities should establish . technical 
schools and colleges in the country, and show people the way to take advantage 


of such institutione. It behoves Lord Curzon to withdraw this report of the 
Universities Commission, 


A.NUSANDHAN, 
Aug. 1Cth, 1902. 
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11. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
13th August writes as follows: — ey. 

It is admitted on all hands that the present 
system of education in the country is most injurious. The object of the 
Universities Commission is to reform this system. At any rate, it is with 
that object that Government has appointed the Commission, But any ong 
who reads the recommendations of the Commission will be convinced that if 
they are carried into effect, three-fourths of the Indians will not obtain high 
or any other education. Indeed, the Commission’s view of the question is 
extremely erroneous. That view is that since it is the function of colleges to 
impart the best kind of education, it is better that the great bulk of the 
population should remain ignorant or half-educated than that that function 
should not be satisfactorily performed. In other words, it is right that 10 
per cent. of the population should be well educated, even if the remaining 90 
per cent. have to remain ignorant for that. 

On this plea the Commission has devised various plans for preventing a 
large number of candidates from passing the Entrance Examination and 
reading in colleges. In the first place, the fees of Government Colleges have 
been proposed to be raised so high as to be prohibitive to all students of 
ordinary means. Secondly, the college students will have either to live in 
a rich style in a hostel attached to the college, or to live with their guardians 
in a house close by. How many persons in Bengal will be able to fulfil these 
conditions ? | 

Then again the Entrance Examination will be made far more difficult. 
The pass marks in English have been proposed to be raised from 30 to 40 
per cent. Few students will be able to secure that high percentage of marks. 

With a view to discourage cram, the Commission has recommended that 
there should be no fixed text-book in English for the Entrance Examination. 
Now, the result of this will be that either the candidates will not read any 
book carefully or will study too many to be able to grasp any. Many will, 
again, get up by cram several standard works, which will make the evil which 
it is sought to remedy tenfold worse. Another evil result of the system will 
be that the candidates will have to buy ten English books where they have 
now to buy only one, and this will prevent many from going in for the 
Entrance Examination. | , 

Another strange device of the Commission’s for preventing a large number 
of students from going in for the Entrance Examination is its recommendation 
that Government should declare that those who pass the Entrance Examina- 
tion shall not be entitled to clerkships in Government offices as at present. 
This recommendation, if accepted, will be an effectual check upon high 
education. : 

The Commission says that none but those who are truly intelligent 
should aspire to high education, as it is worse than useless for all but such 
people to attempt to get such education. But the recommendations of the 
Commission are such that they will place high education beyond the reach 
of all but the rich. But sons of rich fathers are seldom remarkable for their 
intelligence or devotion to study. It is, indeed, youths of the middle class 
who win high academic honours, If the Commission’s recommendations be 
thercfore accepted, the result will be that those who have the means to read 
in colleges will not be able to pass the Entrance Examination, while those who 
have the intelligence required for passing that examination will not have the 
means to study in colleges, and a blow will thus be struck.at the root of high 
education. 

12. The same paper oe Set if the recommendations of the Universiines 

‘o) ommission be carried into effect, natives wl 
rales! View Chencelion ot never be appointed Vice-Chancellors ‘of Univer- 

oe. sities. Have the Indians after half a century's 
University educaticn been found, under Lord Curzon, unfit even for the 
office of Vice-Chancellor? Have not Justice Telang, Doctor Bhandarkar, and 
Justice Gurudas Banerji performed the duties of that office with great 
ability ? Are there not still men in the country’ who can discharge those 
duties in the. most efficient manner? The fact is that the Commission is bent 
upon laying the axe at the root of high education, and that object cannot be 


The Universities Commission. 
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¢ communities as india. 
" . mers The Ehtavadt [Calcutta] of the 15th August writes as follows on Hiravabl, 
, ~ the recommendations of the Universities Commis- Aug. 15th, 1902, 
7 The recommendetions of the sion :—. Juictis 4 
“ ee Before deciding on the yee of the consti- | | 
on tution of the Senate and the Syndicate, of the fees to be evied in colleges, and | 
10 of the system of examinations, the Commission would have done better to advise : f 
0 how the system of teaching was to be improved. Everybody knows that it 

would be a very good thing, indeed, if the graduates of the Ind Universities 
a could win renown in the different departments of cape giBbo 5s: literature, 
1d history, and philosophy—by the publication of books and pamphlets embody- 
7e ing the results of their own original research. But how is this end to be 
of attained ? It would be very good, indeed, if the sugarcane plant could bring 
in forth fruits, or the sandal tree bring forth flowers. But why should the sugar- 
ns cane yield fruits, and how can the sandal tree be made to burst forth in flowers? . iA 
ae The Universities in this country are imitations of the English Universities, and 4 

the systems of teaching and examination in the Indian Universities are model- | q 
t. led upon the systems prevalent in England. The English Universities turn out i] 
10 a very large number of graduates every year; but how wang of these Etglish || 

graduates succeed in winning renown by original research? If not many, c 
at why are the authorities in India so anxious to achieve such a difficult result in : 
India? Attainment of scholarship depends not upon the successful passing of | 
ry an examination, but upon the aptitude, ability, and devotion of the aspirant 
i, after it. Teachers and examiners can - put a student in the way of the 
SR attainment of learning and scholarship, but his success must depend entirely q 
“oe upon himself. , | 
16 Shakespeare was not a Doctor of Literature, nor is Edison, the scientist, a 
_ Bachelor of Science. Teachers and schools can only give certain facilities to a 
student, but can do nothing more. How many even among the Europeans, | 

= who come out to this country as Professors, have distinguished themselves in 
a original research? Is it not too much to expect the students of this country i 
a to do what even their Professors cannot do? Will aot the high-sounding ' 
t. degrees that the Commission proposes to establish be disagreeable to their i 
Ah possessors like a malady, when the latter will not possess the learning which H 
i their degrees will connote? The truth is that college education should not | 
at aim at imparting more than a general culture. Attainment of scholarshi | 
h should be left to the students’ inclination and opportunities after he has left E 
ws college. University degrees should, no doubt, be conferred on none but the i 
h deserving, but to circumscribe the field of education or to expect improbable ! , 
oo results from college education will not be a wise thing to do. ite , 
_ The recommendations of the Commission will, if carried out,.¢heck the 
e spread of education on the plea of improving it, and leave education at the 
am mercy of Government officials, “wee | 
. Will it improve the existing educaticnal system to re-introduce the age ] 
a rule in the Entrance Examination and disallow a student tu appear at that | | 4 
“ examination till he has completed his fifteenth year? A student’s proficiency 7 
) in his subjects of study and the development of his faculties do not depend a 
Og. upon his age. Boys have been known who have failed to pass the Entrance 4 
. Examination at eighteen. On the other hand, many boys attain the profi- 3 
ie ciency required to pass the examination at twelve. When a boy’s fitness for j 
" beginning college education will be tested by an examination, what is the 
a necessity of an age limit which canuot but work pre} udically against many ? 
d The age limit was in force some years ago, but was withdrawn as being 
t objectionable. 
i As for college fees, the Commission says that they should not be pitched 
a 80 high as to place education beyond the reach of the generality of students. 
w One therefore fails to understand why the Commission again says almost in 


the same breath that the college fees should not be fixed so low as to tempt 


thei ee 
£% 


bi, 


So PROD 


. piste " " she he . — a mo . eo at, eee ee Rae RD OMS oa ait ~ m _ 2 ’. a al aominene 
- eine ine OS ee ele care Pe en oe eM sia oe pay, . as Bak Bas a et Cee a i ti ‘ol SEE oe Renter Or hee y nefen 0. tn eth Spe ee a - 
aes es a y spi al <P ee. gery OR Pears, 30a a Me a . om wr - obs ot 
« ~ gh el 5 :* tr eh D * pris oF “Ts - ¥, ad @ oat ay he? - ‘3 
,. pe BX We ey ; , : ee : 2 nes See Ye hk r oe eopiase s = 
wt 0 ee ee ht " ‘ Sictedltes - ‘ - ‘ ‘ z toe pe hie Te ; wee aes itn . ot , 
rie , ae picavt iyo tie Saipan . sired St : a ete ; 


‘ ‘ aia i raesied-’ 
Mee ; 
. ee Le eas se be 
SoA! Ci ey tee - ’ 


og . 
Ra 
‘ 


HITAVADI, 


Aug. i5th, 1902. 


M IHiR-O-SUDHAKAR, 


Aug. 15th, 1902, 


( 512 ) 


a poor student of ordinary ability to follow a University: course. -There ig no 
connection between wealth and intelligence. It is not a law of nature that tho 
rich shall be intelligent and the poor stupid. On the contrary, it is found 
that rich people are generally dull-headed and the poor..are gifted. with 
faculties for acquiring a good education. ‘I'he recommendation would have 
been perfectly intelligible if the Commission had plainly. said that the poor 
should receive no education. But though not plainly saying this, the Commis. 
sion aims at the same result ina roundabout manner. The writer is loath to 
impute, or enquire if there is, any secret motive underlying the tecommenda- 
tion. But no one will be able to deny that this recommendation is inconsistent 
with the opinion previously laid down by the Commission itself. What is. the 
object of the proposal that a college should not be helped by the income ofa 
school, or that a school and a college should not be held in one building, or that 
the same man should not teach both a college class and a school class? Fol- 
lowing the Commission’s line of argument, it may as well be said that the income 
of one class should not be applied to another. Does the Commission intend 
that maps, &c., should also be everywhere separate for a school and a college ? 
The adoption of the recommendations of the Commission will mean a narrow- 
ing of the field of education. . Entire abolition of the Educational Department 
cannot do more harm than the adoption of these recommendations, 

14. A school-master writing in the same paper complains that the cir- 
culars which are issued: from the office of the 
Director of Public Instruction in Bengal or - from 
the offices of the Inspectors under him are not regularly sent. to mufassal high 
schools. This causes great inconvenience to the head-masters of those schools, 
Sometime ago a ¢akid came from the office of the Deputy Inspector that. accord- 
ing to a new circular issued by the Director the financial accounts of primary 
and secondary schools should be given separately in the annual report of a 
high school. But it is a wonder this circular has not as yet reached many 
high schools. , 

Circulars should be sent to high schools by the issuing offices themselves, 
and not by any subordinate offices. At the end of every year all the circulars 
issued by the Director and the Inspectors under him should be printed 
in the form of a pamphlet with an alphabetical index appended to it. 
Head-masters are sometimes put to great difficulty in consequence of 
there not being a book or books in which all circulars issued from the Educa- 
tional Department may be found. Tne following is an example. If a boy 
absents himself for a long period, say 30 months, and then comes. to take his 
transfer, how much school-fee should he pay? In. many schools the school- 
fee for the whole period of 30: months is realised, while in others the boy is 
iet off with three months’ fee only. It is said that a former Director issued 
a circular recommending the former course. But the circular, if it exists at all, 
has never come to light. If it exists, its non-publication is making the private 
schools losers, because it is generally these schools which satisfy themselves 
by taking three months’ fees from long defaulters. Head-masters have been 
beard to say that considering its rigorousness the authorities do not wish to 

ublish the circular. But that should not be. If the circular is considered 

ard it should be annulled, and a new circular issued in its place. It is thus 
evident that the non-publication of educational circulars sometimes causes 
loss to students and generally oblige head-masters to carry on lengthy corre- 
spondences with the head office. 

15. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar { Calcutta] of the 15th August says that every 

public body and association in India should send 
to the Government its strong protest against the 
recommendations of the Universities Commission. 
It is hoped that Government will hesitate to adopt these recommendations 
in the teeth of so keen and general an oppositiun. Thanks are due to the 
Bengalee newspaper for the keen interest it takes in the matter. The manner 
in which it has protested against the recommendations is really praiseworthy. 
The Englishman, the Statesman, &c., have also expressed themselves against the 
recommendations. Bigotry, race-hatred and personal interest should be 
forgotten, and there should arise in the country one universal chorus of 
dissent against the recommendations of the Commisgion. 


Educational circulars. 


The recommendations of the 
Universities Commission. 
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. | - FCaloutta) of the 16th Aogust is glad that the 
siventitel Commission has proposed the intro- 

The recommendations of the duction of the vernacular as a subject for the 
setae r M. A. Examination. There is curtainly nothing 


9 shameful for those who have come out as Universi uates than not 
£0 he able to speak or write their vernacular correctly. — So ar as the Calcutta 


University is concerned, most of its graduates possess no adequate i a 
of een and have therefore no ~— for Bengali literature. In the 
majority of cases it is found that the gra uates possess & good knowledge 


ither of English nor of Bengali. 
ce But to cnvourage a stadly of the vernacular in the college, it will be 


necessary to teach the language more carefullv than is done at present in the 
school. At present, the teachers of Bengali in. most schools in Bengal are 
ill-paid and incompetent men, who fail to impart a good knowledge of the 
tongue to their pupils. To improve matters, good teachers on increased 
salaries should be appointed to teach Bengali and the greatest attention should 
be paid to translation, ; 

It is absolutely necessary to improve the system of law teaching now in 
vogue in the Bengal colleges, A law student, who wishes to be proficient in 
his subject, ought to read a very large number of books, A law college should 
therefore possess a good library, from which books should be lent to its pupils. 
Such a college ought to have also a debating club, where the students may 
discuss cases, The inefficiency of new vakils and pleaders is due to the fact 
that they pass their law examinations simply by cram, and without acquiring 
any knowledge of the way in which the profession they are about to enter 
should be practised. 

Not only is the number of text-books prescribed for the B. L. Examination 
larger than the number prescribed for the F. A. or the B. A. Examination, 
but the subject of law is far more intricate and abstruse than the arts subjects. 
Yet the law classes are not held for more than five or six hours a week. 

Considering, therefore, the miserable condition of law teaching in Bengal, 
the writer sees nothing to object to in the recommendation of the Commission 
to establish a Central Law College for Bengal, even if the establishment of 
such a college requires the abolition of the private law colleges now in 
existence. But, of course, such a Central Law College must be, as the 
Commission says, a perfectly model institution. It must teach its pupils how 
to conduct cases, how to examine and cross-examine witnesses, and how to 
argue cases before a Judge, and provide facilities for them to see and hear 
cases conducted and argued in district courts and the High Court. Abstruse 
points of law should be explained to them by reference to the records of 
important suits disposed of by the High Court and the district Courts; and for 
this purpose, copies of the records of such cases should be kept in the College. 
If the University can establish such a Law College, it will doa real good to the 


country, 

The writer cannot agree with Dr. Banerji in his objections against the 
establishment of a Central Law College. When the University is going to 
reform the colleges affiliated to it, it is its duty to reform the law colleges 
along with the other colleges. If the classes of the suggested law college are 
over-crowded, as Dr. Banerji says they will very likely be, the remedy will 
certainly lie in dividing each class into several sections, and not in not 
establishing such a college for fear of over-crowding. Dr. Banerji’s third 
objection against & Central Law College is that its establishment and the conse- 
quent abolition of the law colleges attached to unaided arts colleges will 
seriously reduce the income of the latter... But will it not be wrong for the 
University, in seeking to effect a reform in its educational system, to defer 
such reform on the ground that it may go against the personal interest of 
particular individuals or may cause loss in their trade? | 

17, The Prativasi [Ca cutta]of the 18th August has the following in 

* Cheapening education.” English an ‘ e ° 
b3 Should high education be cheap? is the ques- 
ion we ought to ask ourselves before we give expression to our emphatic 
displeasure at the recommendations of the Universities Commission. If know. 
ledge is held to be the most valuable of riches, it is most unfair to expect that 
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it should drop’ into our hands without our having been at any pains for it. 
‘The quality of mercy is twice bl ,’ 80 says the poet; it also blesseth him 
that takes; but knowledge never blesses those who want to “take” only 


without giving anything in exchange. The sincere seeker never grudges it the 
og of ite ue; if his withholding the proper price tends roy be the 


quality of the thing, then none should regret it so much as he who wants the 
genuine article, no matter at what cost, The spirit of getting something, 
specially when that something is the most valuable of all possessions, without 
having to adequately pay for it, is debasing in the extreme. The readiness to 
make some sacrifice for things we prize most is a good trait of character and 
should be brought into operation even if it involves a little hardship to people 
of slender means. ‘That stern independence which scorns to seek undue 
advantage is true self-respect and should be evoked and sustained by all means, 
We are indulging in no day-dreams ; learners there were who mended shoes to 
pay for hearing scientific lectures; and it is to these ardent worshippers at the 
shrine of knowledge that nature revealed her inmost secrets. Time there was 
when students had to copy out the books they were to use, earn the fees they were 
to pay, and not unfrequently their own living and the living of their parents, 
Now that the appliances of knowledge are easily obtainable, it is not unwise to 
do something to test the earnestness of students, The State should see its way 
to place some sort of education within the easy reach of the —_— But to 
rear up a batch of men who would lead and act, frame and mould is so expen- 
give an affair that few can undertake to do it without charging adequate cost. 
If raising the scale of fees is thought to be necessary to improve the quality of 
education, it is desirable that we should bear a little additional taxation to have 
this spurious article replaced by a genuine one. Notbing will keep out the 
true and ardent seeker after knowledge. | ce 

in our shastras either personal service or handsome remuneration or some 
other sort of consideration was enjoined as the equivalent for which knowledge 
was to be exchanged. 


aroma ur Tsay Maa 
BAT faasal faa SS carterascs | 
The principle of give and take was rightly and strictly insisted on with 
this difference that it was for the interest of the ‘‘taker,” and not for that of 
the giver. 

8. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore]} of the 18th August contains a 
Wanted a middle vernacular letter in which the writer, on behalf of the inhabi- 
school in Balarempur in the Mid- tantsof Balarampur, a khas mahalin the Midnapore 
papore district. district, draws the attention of Mr. Luson the 
District’ Magistrate, to the fact that there is not a single school in that khas 
mahal, and that the repeated efforts of the villagers to get a school opened there 
have so far proved unsuccessful. The editor joins the correspondent in the 
prayer that a middle vernacular school should be established in Balarampur 
without delay, and that the able und popular Magistrate, Mr. Luson, who is 
willing to help the villagers in this matter, may get such a school started in the 

place before he leaves the district. 
19. The Tripura Hitatshi |Tippera] of the 19th August learns from the 
Jy ott | Chittagong | newspaper, that on the occasion 
of Mr. Pedler’s recent visit to Chittagong town 
some of the respectable and leading people of the 
town requested him to turn the Chittagong College into a first-grade institution. 
The Director said that he would consider the matter. Nearly 60 or 70 students 
yearly pass the F. A. Examination from Comilla and Chittagong. Many of 
them cannot afford to prosecute their studies in Dacca or Caleutta, and have 
therefore to give them up. A first-grade college is therefore greatly required 
in the Chittagong Division. | 

(e)}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 

20. A correspondent of the Sansodhini (Chittagong] of the 15th August 


The rs ee | Selene Reg following wants of the Chittagong 
(1) Raised seats should be constructed in the resting house for those 
who come to cremate dead bodies, 


Want of a first-grade college in 
the Chittagong Division. 
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The three pucka hollows for cremating should be repaired. —~ 
33 More hellves should not be made in the burning-ghat, and all raised 
ground in it should be levelled. SSeS 
(4) The burning-ghat should be cleared of shrub and jungle once every 
month. : mets 9 
(5) The hollows should be dusted every week. 


ttle should not be allowed to graze in the burning-ghat. ee 
ef a pt to of corragated-iron have been blown away by the wind 
| from the roof of the bouse in which dead bodies are kept. 


They should be replaced. 


(8) Three pieces of corrugated iron should be kept for covering up the 
hollows during rainfall. : En 
(9) The ghat should not be made narrow b the erection of memorials. 
(10) Fruit and flower-trees should be planted in the ghat. That will add 
to the solemnity of the place besides being a source of income. 
(11) A pucka ghat should be constructed on the northern bank of the tank 
called the Bailadighi, because water is required in cremating 
dead bodies. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigatton. 


21. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th August publishes the following 
: : railway complaints :— 
ery eee (1)Sometime ago Mr. Young, the Traffic 
Inspector of the Assam-Bengal Railway, was charged with pe. The 
case was tried with a European jury in Silchar, who declared him not 
ilty, and he was acquitted. It is well-known that at that time the Traffic 
Reanaee of the iine wrote a letter of recommendation to the Magistrate 
of Karimganj on behalf of Mr. Young. ‘The station-masters and a number 
of peons attached to the Kulaura and Karimganj stations were dismissed 
after the decision of the case without any ostensible reason. But Mr. Young 
is still master of the situation. vere 4 the Traffic Manager has sanc- 
tioned his-application for the payment of the cost of the defence from the 
Fine Fund of the line. But in its present state the Fine Fund is'too poor to 
pay it. To enrich the fund the traffic officers of the. line are being heavily 
fined for small offences, Station chaukidars and lightmen are being fined 
Rs, 5 each for small faults. The guards and station-masters of the line have 
been fined Rs. 2 each for a petty offence. A signaller drawing Rs. 15 per 
month has been fined Rs. 4 for neglecting to wear his cap. Almost every one 
is drawing his pay less Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 deducted as fine. The railway servants 
will be glad to pay the cost of Mr. Young’s defence by raising a subscription 
among themselves if they are spared this oppression. So . 
_ (2) Mr. Findon, the District Traffic Superintendent of Howrah, no longer 
imposes fines on railway servants without calling for explanations from them. 
But this practice of taking explanations is only a show. Fining goes on as 
usual, nay, more heavily than before. The offence to which one or two days’ 
salary was formerly attached, now takes away seven days’ salary. One is 
not allowed to appeal against these fines. Rule No. 65, sub-rule 2 of the 
Traffic Code, Part I, says: ‘The practice of departmental finings rests on a 
perfectly legal basis and needs no statutary authority. All that is necessary 
is that the Railway authorities should bring clearly to the notice of ever 
servant the condition under which he serves, one of which is his liability to 
fine or deduction from salary or wages for breaches of rule or discipline. 


“Tf any servant demurs to this condition, he should not be d, and if 
already in the service should no longer oD ata 7” engage aes 


_ With this rule as a weapon in their hands, the higher railway officers fine 
their subordinates right and left, and by spending these fines in banqueting 
and ball-danciug they will gain the admiration of their friends and the favour 
of their superiors. According to railway rules appeals against departmental 
punishments have to be made tothe punishing officers themselves, and the 


stereotyped answer that the decision cannot be altered always comes in reply 
to such appea!s, } 


HitavaDi, 
Aug. 15th, 1902. 
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22, The Medini Bandhav (Midnapore] of the 18th August complains that 
a the beviend timing as to the arrival and departure — 
i of trains on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway which 
came into force on the lst May last, has resulted.in t public inconvenience, 
The authorities of the line should see that a train from Calcutta arrives daily 
at Midnapore at 10 a.m., and that another leaves it for Calcutta at 4 or 5 p.u. 
Another complaint which is repeatedly made by this paper has reference 
to the refusal of the same authorities to permit intending passengers to occupy 
the waiting-room in the Kharagpur station and to their action in forcing 
them to take shelter in the mushaferkhana, a building which has become extreme. 
ly unhealthy owing to its use by cholera patients. The attention of the 
istrict Magistrate and of the Traffic Manager is drawn to the matter, and the 
latter is informed that though he has been assured by the Traffic Superintend- 
ent at Kh ur that steps have been taken to remove the complaint, it 
continues, and that passengers are not, as a matter of fact, allowed to put up 
in the station waiting-room. 
23. A correspondent of the Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 18th August says 
that within the last two or three weeks his agent 
and then he himself had to travel from Caloutta to 
the Nagarbari station by the Indian Steam Navigation Company’s steamer line 
vi4 Goalundo. On both these occasions—the latter on the 8th August last—the 
booking-clerk who sold tickets for the Goalundo mail in the Sealdah station 
refused to sell return intermediate class tickets for the steamer station, on the 
retext that he would have to do a good deal of writing for them. These men 
ad therefore to purchase first single tickets for Goalundo, and on arriving 


A railway complaint. 


‘there to take fresh tickets for Nagarbari. Besides, the trouble and incon- 


venience consequent on this double purchase, they were deprived of the 
reductions from their luggage hire to which they would have been entitled had 
they received the return tickets at the Sealdah station. It is hoped that the 
authorities of the steamer company will look to this matter, 


(h)— General. 


24. The Sanjivani na of the 14th Angust has the following :— 
| he tea planters in this country had so lon 

practised self-help and self-reliance in the pursuit 
of their own avocations. But in an evil moment, when the cooly law was 
under amendment, Lord Curzon expressed deep sympathy with the planters 
and showed how the Indians could be made tea-drinkers. Since that time the 
planters have been up and doing and are now applying for Government aid on 
every conceivable occasion and for every conceivable purpose. Govern- 
ment is assisting the indigo planters, and as regards the tea planters has 
expressed its willingness to impose, at their instance, a tea-cess for the purpose 
of promoting the sale and consumption of tea in India, Europe, and America. 
It is probably at Lord Curzon’s recommendation that the Secretary of State 
has consented to — such a cess. In time the coffee planters of Southern 
India will very likely be favoured with a State subsidy. But is Government 
prepared to grant similar aid to the growers of tobacco in India and Burma? 

t cannot fairly refuse to do so. Government should not, in justice, assist 
the tea planters in the way in which it is about to assist them. We are 
extremely opposed to such subsidising by the State. Government is doing 
nothing to revive the ruined paper industry of this country or to assist the 
indigenous weaving and dyeing iudustries and the manufacture of iron goods. 
What would the people of India say when they see Government so indifferent 
in the matter of their own welfare and so eager to help the planter with their 


money ? 
$5, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th August regrets to see that the 
hardships of clerks in Government service are 
me raships of clerks in Goverus daily increasing. In spite of Lord Curzon’s distinct 
orders on the subject, they are not always allowed 
the gazetted holidays, and casual leave has in many offices been reduced from 
fifteen to twelve days in a year. In the Comptroller's Department of the 
Post Office, again, twelve days’ casual leave is allowed on the condition thet 


Government aid to tea-planters. 
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t of it eball be on full pay; four on half pay, and the remaining 
rsa ain 7. The Viceroy shoul ‘enquire on what authority the Comp- 


has this arrangement... .. _ ah tea si 
is The "Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of ‘the 16th August prays Sir John 


Woodburn to favourably consider the petition of 


A petition against the slaughter the Hindu residents of Calcutta for putting a sto 
of calves eee, to the slaughter of calves by the butchers tt 
Calcutta, The practice of slaughtering calves is very shocking to the humane 
mor . The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th August hopes that on the 

ne “occasion of his ensuing visit to Orissa, the 
| er Lieutenant-Governor will make a personal enquiry 
snto the Puri affair, The Jhulan festival of Jagannath will not take place this 
year because the car of Jagannath could not be brought back to the temple m 
due time. A mishap like this never occurred under Hindu, Muhammadan or 
Mehratta rule, and never even under British rule before the present year. - His 
Honour should enquire who is responsible for the pain caused to orthodox 
Hindu feeling throughout India in consequence of the non-observance of the 
Jhulan festival. ) 


IV.—NatTIvE STATES. 


28. The Tripura Hitai:hi (Comilla] of the 12th August says :—It has 

7 ae been ruled by the Calcutta High Court that no 

The Tippera Yuvrajship- €§ Court within British territory has jurisdiction in 
cases against the Maharaja of Tippera, and this is a right ruling. Fora ruler 
who can hang offenders, and in accordance with the laws made by whom an 
independent State is being governed, should not be made subject to the 
jurisdiction of a British law-court. A dispute in connection with the Yuvrajship 
of the Tippera State is now under the consideration of Government But the 
writer fails to understand how a matter which cannot be decided by a: British 
law-court will be decided by the British Government. The Lieutenant- 
Governor has amicably settled the dispute in the Dacca Nawab family, and he 
will entitle himself to our thanks if he can settle in the same manner the 
differences in the Tippera Raj family. Family differences have long been 


raging in the Tippera Raj family. A rule should be made to prevent all 
such disputes in future. The rule that the eldest son should succeed to the 
throne will, in our opinion, have such an effect. 


VI.—-MIscELLANEOUS, 
29. The Tripura Hitaishi (Comilla] of the 12th August writes as 


follows :— 
aan yoo a pa by Bengal from Some say that we were very happy before 


the advent of the English. Peace and plenty then 
reigned in the land, whereas we are now lean for want of food and worn out 

by care and anxiety. 
But whatever may be the case with other Indian peoples, the Bengali has 


lost nothing under British rule. We were slaves of the Musalman, but are 
willing and obedient servants of the Englishman. ? 


rule:-- 

(1) A zapid development of the Bengali language. | 

(2) Improvement in point of courage and < strength from the 
example of Englishmen. | 

(3) Aversion to polygamy from the same example. 

(4) Immunity from famine and employment in large numbers in 
Government offices. 

{5 The birth of a succession of great men such as has no parallel in any 
other Indian province, It is under British rule that the following 


eminent men have been born in Bengal :— 


(1) Raja Rammohan Roy. (5) Bankimohandra. li. 

- (2) Pandit iswarchandra Vidyasagar. ‘e Lea rr dale ny = 3 
% Kesavchandra Sen. (7) Akshay Kumar Dutta. 
(4) Devendranath Tagore. (8) Jagadischahdra Basu. 


The following are the benefits that the Bengalis have reaped from British 
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Blessed are the country and the Government which produce men like 

~—— The Sri Sri Vishiu Priyg-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika {Calcutta} of the 
| -_ 13th August has the following :— 

ai get Nal Babu Rabindra Nath | of Calcutta leased 
from Government a piece of land in the Balukhand Khas Mahal in Puri for 
the purpose of erecting a dwelling-house thereon, It would ap from some 
writings in the New India newspaper that the Magistrate of Puri has now 
addressed him a letter intimating that the piece of land leased by him has fallen 
within the European quarter, as demarcated by the Board of Revenue, and 
that itis therefore the Board’s desire that he should give up the piece of 
land in question and select, in lieu of it, some suitable site in the native quarter 
as demarcated by the Board. 4 ; 

But why should the Board of Revenue require Rabindra Babu to give up 
the piece of land in question ? | 

Four reasons muy be ussigned for such a step— 

First, Rabindra Babu being a native may feel it inconvenient-to live among 
Europeans. But the Board could have well spared this piece of consideration 
and kindness, for Rabindra Babu would have himself applied for such an 
exchange of lands if he had feared any such inconvenience, 

Second, it would not be proper to allow a native to live in a quarter appro- 
priated to Europeans, for natives are people of filthy habits. But this line of 
reasoning does not apply in this particular case, for Rabindra Babu is far more 
cleanly and refined in his habits than many Europeans. | 

Aird, Rabindra Babu being a native of India, cannot be allowed to live in 
the European — and that he should, therefore, be deprived of the piece of 
land leased by him, which should be given toa European. This is reasoning, 
the force of which we are unable to see. Natives can hardly bring themselves 
to believe that a piece of injustice like this could be done by the Board of Reve- © 
nue, which is so important a department of the just British Government. — 

The Europeans are in the habit of saying that nowhere else in the world is 
there to be found so odiously rigid a caste system as in India. But the conduct 
and attitude of the Europeans would seem to show that there are not on the 
face of the earth a more prejudiced or exclusive people Evena Brahmin in 
this country will live in a friendly spirit among base neighbours. But so ram- 
pant is the pride of Europeans that they will not agree to allow even a native 
who is far more cleanly and refined in his habits than themselves to live among 
them. The very idea of a native living among them is hateful to them. This 
is an individual prejudice which the Board of Revenue is by no means bound to 
respect. 

But there is also, we are afraid, another feeling at work in this particular 
case. That feeling is greed. Thisis a well-known trait in the European char- 
acter, and we will tell here an old story illustrative of this national truit. Once 
on a time several English families settled in a certain town in France. A 
wealthy French gentleman of that town generously gave them a piece of land 
for use as cricket-ground. But it so happened that the French gentleman had 
a potato field lying next to this piece of ground. A very few days after, the 
French gentleman received a letter from the English hit complaining that 
they found it very troublesome to get out of the potato field the cricket-balls 
which would frequent ay f into it, and therefore requesting him to discontinue 
its use for the cultivation of potato. This annexation spirit of Englishmen is 
notorious. 

31, The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 14th August contains a Coronation 

song written by Babu Ananda Chandra Mitra, 8 

2 es oe Bengali poet. 

32. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 14th August contains an article 

isis headed “ Invitation to guests to find their own 
berms te the Delhi Der- dinner.” After reproducing Mr. Buckland’s letter, 
inviting to the Delhi Durbar selected representa- 
tives from Bengal, and the memorandum annexed thereto, the writer observes :— 
_ Lord Curzon may be unacquainted with the manners and customs of 
this country, but is Sir John Woodburn, too, similarly ignorant? Now, what 
we do when we invite anybody to our house on any festive occasion is not only 


( 6 ) 


m ready for his accommodation, but also to supply him 
to oe tedding pony save mf food, to accord him respectful treatment, and to 
honour him with presents when he leaves. Such is the Indian practice. Lord 
Curzon has invited the native princes and notabilities to the Del Durbar, and 


~ 


at they must stay in Delhifrom the 27th December to the 10th 
radeon ‘Bat the guests will be given no houses in which to put up. A little 
space on the Delhi maidan will be placed at the disposal of each guest, on which 
are to be pitched a few tents for his accommodation, the tents being supplied 
by himself. The guests must find their own dinner, and the interior mgs, 
of the tents must be arranged for by the occupants, although the streets an 
other public places in the city will be lighted with electricity at the public 

nse. 

a is a regret that although the British Government has now ruled this 
country for upwards of a century, it has not yet been able to make itself 
acquainted with the manners and usages of the respectable classes, nay even of 
the lower classes of Indians. Government does not see that toinvite people to 
one’s house not for one or two hours, but for fifteen days, and then, when they 
come, to ask them to find their own dinner so long as they remain in it 18 con- 
duct which is considered in this country extremely barbarous and ungentleman- 
ly. Does Government think that as the Indian princes are its own subjects to 
be put to any expenditure for the purpose of feeding them even when they come 
in response to an official invitation would be derogatory to British prestige ? 
The Indian practice in such cases is to feed the invited party with every 
care and attention, be he a Maharaja or a mehter. Lord Curzon has repeatedly 
found this to be the case in this country. Has any Indian prince ever suggested 
to him after inviting him to his State that he should dine at his own expense, 
or that he should make his own lodging arrangements on a certain piece of 
land to be placed at his disposal? The fact is, the Indians consider such treat- 
ment of invited guests to be extremely mean. 

On receipt of the Government invitation, a certain Nawab is reported to 
have remarked: * Acceptance of this invitation would mean an expenditure of 
ten thousand rupees. But I am unable to spend so much,” while another, 
a Maharaja, has assured the writer that he has allotted twenty thousand rupees 
for this purpose. 

It is not yet too late to rectify the error which Government has made in 
this matter. By cancelling its order as to the guests being required to dine at 
their own expense, it may yet follow the polite Indian practice of the host 
supplying the guests with food and house accommodation. 

33, The Rampur Hat correspondent of the same paper takes to task the 

om _ organisers of the evening party lately given in that 
wa girls at an evening place in honour of the Subdivisional Magistrate, 
oe Mr. Botham, who has been transferred to Serampore, 
for permitting nautch girls to be present on the occasion, and freely indulging 
in liquor after the officials had left the gathering. 

34, Referring to the ae pt es Festtyot Kumar Tagore sent 

rom Ungland to the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Pees + gece Kanes Dogue Municipality, thanking the citizens of Calcutta for 


Sue _ _ the honour, as the Kumar said; they had done him 
by selecting him as their representative at the Emperor’s Coronation, Pandit 


Hari Dev Sastri writes in the Witavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th August as 
follows :— 

_ _Pradyot Kumar Tagore thanks the citizens of Calcutta as their representa- 
tive! What an evil star it was which led the Maharaj Kumar to do this? Did 
the residents of Calcutta select him, or had any public association or any com- 
munity in Calcutta any voice in his selection? If not, what does this repeated 
thanking of the residents of Calcutta mean? What does this ‘ cordial and 
respectful thanks to the citizens of Calcutta for their kindness’ offered ounce 
through the Sheriff of Calcutta and again through the Chairman of the Muni- 
cipality mean ? But, whatever people in England may think of the Maharaj 
Kumar of Pathuriaghata, not many men in India will betaken in by his fine words. 

When everbody knows that the Indian representatives at the Emperor’s Coro- 
nation were not selected by the Indians, but were all invited by the Government, 
the residents of Calcutta will surely see through the Kumar's object in thanking. 
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them. The falsehood which the Kumar has uttered by saying— Calcutta in 


selecting me to represent it on this historic occasion” ought not to have come 
from the mouth of the adopted son of the Sir Maharaja Jotindra Mohan Tagore, 
The Kumar’s conduct has not certainly added glory to his honoured father’s 
name. Many people hate the trickery in which the Kumar has indulged, and 
even a common, shameless man would not have practised it. The Kumar hag 
certainly been guilty of gross impudence by writing as he has done. 

35. The Mthir-o-Sudhszkar (Calcutta of the 15th Augus% praises Maulavi 
Mahmudan Navi, the Deputy Magistrate of Krish. 
nagar, for his ability, self-control and mastery over 
' feeling in having been able to ably conduct the cere- 
mony of the presentaticn of the address of the Anjuman-i-Islamta to the Lieu- 
ten ant-Governor of Bengal on the occasion of His Honour’s recent visit to the 
place within three days after the death of his beloved wife. His friends and 
relations saw him bitterly lamenting over the loss of his beloved partner in life, 
and the next moment they saw him engaged in doing his public duty with the 
energy and self-possession of a young man. May he live long, an ornament 
and honour to the Muhammadan community. 


Maulavi Mahmudan Navi of 
Krishnagar. 


Urtya PAPERS. 


86. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 9th August states that there have 
been almost daily showers of rain in the Puri dis. 
trict that have encouraged the agriculturists to 
pursue their occupation with alacrity and vigour. 

87. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore] of the 30th July is of opinion 

that floods in the river Barabalang in that district 
will do some injury to the crops generally in the 
eastern part and to the Sathia paddy in particular. The Utkaldipika has 
information that floods in the Brahmani and Kharsua have already damaged 
the crops in certain parts of the Jajpur subdivision of the Cuttack district. 

38. The Utkaldipika(Cuttack| of the 9th August states that cholera is 
raging in the Santasahi of the Puri town and causes 
great alarm to the residents of that town. This, 
coupled with the prolonged stay of the God Jagannath in the Gundicha house, 
which is looked upon by the Uriyas as a harbinger of coming evils, lends a 
deserted appearance to the town after 9 P.M. 

69, The same paper is sorry to learnthat food has become scarce in killa 
Sukinda and its adjoining parts in the Cuttack dis- 
trict, and its intensity may be judged from the fact 
that many are compelled to live on fruits and roots 
to preserve their lives. The writer is glad to state that the Raja of Sukinda 
has opened one annachhaira that feeds 300 famished men and women per day, 
and the Raja means to continue the administration of this relief for a period of 
two months, after which better days are expected to dawn upon his unfortunate 
subjects. 

; 40. Referring to the recent appointment of Mr. H. A. Stark as ‘Inspector 

he School Inspectorship of the Of Schools, Orissa Division, the Uriya and Nava- 
wnt? coed [Balasore] of the 30th July observes that 
a competent native of Orissa should have been 

appointed to the post, and sympathises with those deserving Uriyas whoge 
claims have been passed over without due consideration. , 

41. Referring to the invitation of the Raja of Mohurbhanj and the 
Hon’ble Mr. M.S. Das to attend the forthcoming 
Delhi’ Darbar. Darbar at Delhi by His Excellency the Viceroy 

and Governor-General of India, the Utkaldiptka 
[Cuttack] of the 9th August states that the selection has been very good, for 
the Raja is the Chief of the largest State in Orissa and Mr. Das, who was twice 
elected toa seat in the Bengal Legislative Council, represents the Orissa Pro- 
vince in the true sense of the term. The writer recommends some additional 


Rain in the Puri district. 


Floods in Orissa. 


Cholera in Puri town. 


Scarcity in the Cuttack district, 
and the Kaja of Sukinda’s charity. 


Uriya representatives in the 


title for the Raja of Moburbhanj. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 30th July 
is also satisfied that Raja Baikunthanath De, Bahadur, of Balasore, has alse 
been favoured with an invitation by the Government, 


SS uit CORENG tise 
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2 oita (Cuttack) of the 9th August regrets to notice that 
rage acest nore Letts a. of frequent occurrence in the Cuttack 


Theft in the Cuttack railway yailway station, and states how one Abd ul Wahed of 
— Balubazar, Cuttack, lost his box, containing notes 


sh valued at Rs. 1,156, when he was engaged near the station platform 
ih hiring a carriage to convey him to his home. The writer advises poring 
to be strictly on their guard, the railway authorities to supply more light in the 
station compound, as most of the trains are timed to reach the station at night, 
and the Railway police to depute more intelligent and careful men to the 


station. 

43. Referring to the approaching visit of His Honour the Lieutenant- 
| Governor of Bengal to Orissa, the same paper state 
The Lieutenant-Governor's in- ¢hat His Honour visited the Province only eight 
roriciacattnec months after taking charge of the Bengal Adminis- 
tration, and that he wants to see the same Province eight months before his 
retirement. The writer requests the Cuttack public to reciprocate this kindly 
feeling of the Lieutenant-Governor by mustering strong at the railway station 

and by according His Honour a right royal reception. 


44. Referring to the noble attempt of one Ayadhya Prasad Sarma of 

Lucknow to sell Indian articles in England, and to 

Ayadhya Prasad Sarma’s trading his success in opening a shop for the purpose in one 

ee re? of the streets of London, the same paper observes 

that others should lose no time in following his example and opening a market 
for Indian goods in the United Kingdom. 


45, Referring tothe establishment of two agricultural banks in the 
__ Balasore district, one at Nuaparhi and the other at 
ppricultaral Banks in the Sargan, the same paper hopes that their supervision 
asore districts. : 
by the Magistrate and Collector of Balasore may 
lead to their success as permanent rural institutions, encouraging thrift and 
enterprise in the rural areas in which they are situate. | 


46, The same paper regrets that the God Jagannath in car has not yet 
come back to his temple, and that he with the other 
Delay in the return of the Jagan- pods is yet on his way. This has led to the 
: undesirable and unhallowed postponement of the 
Chitalagt and Jhulan ceremonies in the holy temple of the gods. The writer 
is of opinion that the unfriendly feeling between the Raja’s men and the police 
prevents them from acting in cordial co-operation, and this leads to the delay 
in the return journey of the gods that is to be performed in high wooden cars 
drawn by the Kaja’s bethias, who are paid at the rate of Re. 1-3 each per day. 


The Hindus Jook upon this delay as very inauspicious, and are therefore very 
uneasy in their minds, 


47. Referring to the Puri Raja’s case, the same paper, both in its editorial 


The Puri Raja affair. and in its correspondence columns, tries to point 

out that the Police Inspector and the Sub-Deputy 

Collector were more to blame than the District Magistrate, for they knew the 
temple ceremonies and the consequences of their postponement, and were well 
aware of the high estimation in which the Puri Raja is held by the general 


Hindu public. They should have explained these to Mr. Garrett, who is a young 


officer of a few years’ standing. The writer admires the good sense of the Raja, 


who is willing to abide by the decision of the Divisional ommissioner, who has 


already proceeded to Puri, closely followed by tw 
Cuttack bar, all bent on pouring oil on troubled aieeie ee = oe 


48. The same paper = sorry to ~~ that the authorities connected with 

ve 6 revision of the road and public works 
a ae of t p cesses in 
tana aes Mttack dic, the Cuttack district are not prepared to follow the 
trict. | tere bade “amnianiones [see Report on Native 
rapersor the “6th July 1902, paragraph 52] on 
which they have put aquite different interpectsiion. The writer bee ton 
the annual value of ;bayia/ti lakhiraj and kharida lands should be the annual rent 


0 at the settlement, and not the valuation made according to the village 
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49. The Puri correspondent of the same paper is sorry to find 
pes es the dafadars who were invited to Pari to help _ 
Dafadars de neon ror™ regular police establishment during the Rathjutra 
are unnecessarily detained there to the prejudice of their legitimate work in 
the interior of the district, They should be told off to their regular duties 
at once. | 
50. The Emperor's peng —_ iy — theme of all the natiy 
papers of the week under report. The Utkaldip; 
eoredine ease geminn Cuttack) of the 9th August states that gre 
Muhammadans are celebrating the event in the Juma Masjid and the Hindus 
in the Gopalji temple in Cuttack. The Samvad Vahika | Balasore] of the 9th 
August appears in gold in honour of the event, and after invoking the blessings 
of the most high on the Emperor in verses, gives a short sketch of His Majesty’, 
life in prose, which is, in itself, interesting reading. The Uriya and Nava. 
samvad [Balasore] of the 9th August appears in red and gold in honour of the 
event, and gives a short account of tne Royal family and of the Coronation of 
Her late Majesty Empress Victoria, thus preparing the mind of the public 
for the Coronation of His Majesty Edward VII. 


Assam PAPERS, 


51. A correspondent of the Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the 13th August 
bs ciabenien cotaiall. complains of the extremely dilapidated condition 
of the steamer Daes which plies with passengers 
on the Sylhet-Markuli steamer line. During the last summer vacation the 
correspondent, the head-master of the Sylhet Government School, and man 
other respectable people were one day travelling by the steamer when there 
was a shower of rain, ‘The roof and gear of the steamer were so bad that every 
man, luggage, &c., was drenched in an instant, and the whole steamer soon 
presented a distressful appearance. The bad condition of the steamer has more 
than once been brought to the notice of the authorities of the line, but to no 
effect. There is no fixed timing for the steamer traffic, so that passengers are 
often detained two or three days in stations, aud suffer great hardship on 
account of the want of waiting-rooms in most of them. There is a waiting-room 
in the Markuli station, but its condition is so bad:as to make it almost uninhabit- 
able. The correspondent writes this from his personal experience of the 
waiting-room, in which he was once obliged to spend two days. The waiting- 


room in the Ajmiriganj station is extremely low and windowless. The want vf 
seats in it and a number of rats make it quite unfit for use, 
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